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Ann Maurer Birdseye 
and William Birdseye are 
a married couple in their 
mid-60s who enjoy a 
comfortable lifestyle and 
spend a great deal of 
time on their 35-foot 
yacht sailing the Great 
Lakes. Knowing they 
won’t be around forever, 
they recently got their 
estate in order. With no 
children, grandchildren 
or siblings, the Birdseyes 
still wanted to know they 
made a difference in this 
world and thought it 
made good sense to 
bequeath their entire 
estate to benefit St. John 
Hospital and Medical 
(SJH&MC) after they  
are both gone.

Selecting a specific area 
for their bequest was 

easy. Because Ann was 
diagnosed with non-
Hodgkin’s lymphoma in 
2001 and has been under 
the treatment of Ayad 
Al-Katib, MD, Medical 
Director of Oncology 
and Section Chief of 
Hematology, the 
Birdseyes wanted the 
lymphoma program to 
benefit from their gift.

“I just love Dr. Al-Katib—
he has done wonders for 
me,” Ann said. “We are so 
impressed with him and 
the Lymphoma Clinic of 
Michigan, and we want 
to do something signif-
icant to benefit the 
lymphoma program and 
the work he does.” 

Named as one of the 
area’s top oncologists for 

the past few years,  
Dr. Al-Katib is known 
nationally and inter-
nationally as an expert in 
lymphoma and related 
diseases. Also a professor 
at Wayne State University, 
he established SJH&MC’s 
lymphoma clinic—the 
only one of its kind in 
metro Detroit. Dr. Al-Katib 
wants to expand the 
lymphoma program  
to enable SJH&MC 
physicians to participate 
in advanced investigative 
research protocols that 
offer promising new 
treatments in the 
comfort and convenience 
of a community-based 
hospital. The Birdseyes’ 
estate gift will help 
enable the continued 
progress of the lymphoma 

program.

“Dr. Al-Katib 
is a kind, 
intelligent 
man with so 
much to offer 
patients and 
so much 
more he 
wants to do. 
We’re happy 
that the 
funds from 
our estate 
will help 
fund this 
important 

endeavor for patients,” 
Ann said. “I’m so glad 
that Dr.Al-Katib and the 
Van Elslander Cancer 
Center are right here in 
our area,” Ann said. 

The Birdseyes lived in 
Grosse Pointe Farms for 
years. But when Ann  
was diagnosed with 
lymphoma and started 
treatments, they wanted 
a one-story house so she 
could get around easier. 
They ended up buying 
two lots on the river in 
Harrison Township and 
building a house. 

Before retirement, Ann 
who has a legal back-
ground, worked as a 
forensic economist 
during the day for years 
and as a professor who 
taught labor economics 
at Wayne State University 
in the evenings for 25 
years. Bill, who was a 
Detroit police officer for 
15 years, now works as 
Treasurer/Business 
Manager for the Police 
Officers Association of 
Michigan, a full-service 
labor organization which 
provides labor-related 
services to more than 
10,000 police officers. 

Right now, Ann considers 
herself fully healthy, and 
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Board appointments
Joseph Walker has been appointed Chair  
of the Providence Health Foundation.  
Joe, President of Polk Global Automotive, 
R.L. Polk & Company, has an extensive 
history with Providence and St. John 
Health System (SJHS), as a past board 
member and philanthropic supporter. He 
is a 2004 
recipient of 
Providence’s 
Order of Charity 
Award. 

Connie Orr and David Imesch are new 
board members for Providence Health 
Foundation. Connie is President of the 
Our Lady of Providence League, the 

volunteer group 
for Providence 
Hospital, Southfield. She has been an 
Emergency room volunteer for several 
years. Dave is Vice President—Health 
Facilities Group, Barton-Malow.  
He has been an active member of the 
Providence Health Foundation Golf 
Classic Committee since 2002 and Chair 
of the event for the past five years.

Outstanding Trustee Award
Alphonse Lucarelli, past SJHS Board 
Chair and St. John Health Foundation 
board member was presented with the 
Crain’s Detroit Business first-ever 
Outstanding Hospital Trustee Award 
during the Health Care Leadership 
Summit on Oct. 15 at the Rock Financial 
Showplace, Novi. Kathleen McCann, 
SJHS Board Vice Chair, participated in a 
panel at the event.

Outstanding Philanthropist
Art Van Elslander received the prestigious 
Max M. Fisher Award for Outstanding 
Philanthropist from the Association of 
Fundraising Professionals (AFP)—Greater 
Detroit Chapter at its National Philanthropy 
Day Celebration Nov. 12. 

Art was nominated for his unprecedented 
generosity to SJHS and its hospitals. His 

most recent gift to support the expansion of the neurosciences 
center at Providence Park Hospital is the largest ever received by 
SJHS and gave Art’s family naming privileges to the center. The gift 
will help acquire additional cutting-edge technology and patient 
care enhancements for the Providence neuro-sciences program, 
which has already been recognized as a premier center of excellence. 

Supporting Michigan communities has long been an important part 
of the culture of Art Van Furniture. With SJHS at the forefront of 
medical advances, the gift made good sense to the Chair of Art Van 
Furniture. Helping to make this high level of care available to the 
community and investing in Michigan’s future is a priority for Art,  
a long-time benefactor of SJHS. Gifts from his family have helped 
build the Van Elslander Cancer Center (VECC) and the Van 
Elslander Pavilion at St. John Hospital and Medical Center 
(SJH&MC) and renovated and expanded the Van Elslander Infusion 
Center at St. John River District Hospital. Over the years, Art’s 
generosity and dedication have been an inspiration to many.

Distinguished Volunteers
Albert Callewaert, Thomas Russell, Teresa 
and Alex Lucido, Jane Nugent, and Charlotte 
Walker were honored as Distinguished 
Volunteers by the AFP. Albert Callewaert and 
Thomas Russell were recognized for their 
many years of serving on the St. John Health 
Foundation Board of Trustees. 

Al’s background in banking, business 
development, real estate, and international 
education and marketing has proven to be very beneficial in his role 

with the Foundation and many other 
organizations. His experience, ideas and 
leadership have helped guide the 
Foundation to its significant position today.

Tom’s background as a businessman who 
rose through the ranks to become chairman 
and CEO of a multi-national manufacturer 
and distributor greatly enhanced his 
leadership and guidance role with the 
Foundation and other organizations. He also 
served as a member and chairman of the 
SJH&MC Board of Trustees for many years.

Alex and Teresa are long-
time dedicated supporters 
of SJH&MC. The couple 
generously donates finan-
cially and of their time and 
talent. They are active 
members of the Champions 
for Life, a group of younger, 
often first-time donors and 
volunteers who support the 
VECC. Teresa has chaired 
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the Champions for Life annual fundraising event several times and is 
also a member of the Fontbonne Auxiliary. Alex is immediate past 
president of the SJH&MC Guild. 

Because Jane believes in the value of the 
community having a faith-based hospital that 
provides outstanding health care, she and her 
late husband Robert made leadership gifts to 
SJH&MC’s expansion campaign. The triage 
and trauma/resuscitation areas in the 
renovated Emergency Center are named in 
their honor. Jane is currently the secretary of 

the St. John Hospital 
Foundation Board of Trustees and a 
member of the SJH&MC Board of Trustees 
as well as past treasurer.

Charlotte is a devoted volunteer for 
Providence and Providence Park Hospitals. 
She has been instrumental in the success of 
the Friends’ Ball, the hospital’s largest 
fundraising event. She co-chaired the 2009 

event, which raised $102,000 for renovation of the Cardiovascular 
Intensive Care Unit in Southfield and the Cardiac Rehabilitation in 
Novi, and is again co-chairing for 2010. Charlotte also supports 
Providence financially with her husband, Joseph, Chair, Providence 
Health Foundation.

Promotion
Patrick Schulte has been promoted from 
Major Gifts Officer to Chief Development 
Officer – West Region for Providence 
Health Foundation. He is now responsible 
for the comprehensive fundraising program 
for both Providence and Providence Park 
Hospitals.
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While 2009 has certainly been an economic challenge for all of us, St. John Health System (SJHS) is 
fortunate to have so many of you continuing to support our hospitals, programs and services. Your 
dedication amidst these trying times is invaluable. From Art Van Elslander’s significant leadership gift for 
the Neurosciences Center—the largest gift ever given to SJHS—to the modest memorial donation, your 
generosity helps ensure that our Passion for Healing reaches those who need our care. Your gifts are vital 
to our success in providing the full continuum of care from treating the tiniest babies born with health 
challenges to those at the end of life’s journey and everyone in between. Thank you! 

We hope you enjoy this Spirit of Giving newsletter and that you noticed our updated design. Included in 
this issue is a story on how one couple has made plans to donate their entire estate to the lymphoma 
program at St. John Hospital and Medical Center. After losing their young son, another family selflessly 
thought of others when they donated his memorial gifts to benefit the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit and 
families with sick children. We also congratulate Art Van Elslander on receiving the Max M. Fisher 
Outstanding Philanthropist Award from the Association of Fundraising Professionals at the National 
Philanthropy Day Celebration. In addition, we had several Distinguished Volunteers who were 
recognized for their contributions to SJHS. The generosity of our community is bountiful.

As we move into 2010, SJHS is enhancing our focus on four Centers of Excellence, including 
Cardiovascular, Oncology, Neurosciences and Bariatrics. In doing so, we build on our strengths and provide the best health care to our 
patients. Our strategic direction guarantees a strong future for us. We hope you share in our enthusiasm as we move forward to provide  
the highest quality spiritually centered, holistic care that is coordinated throughout the patient’s experience.

Thank you once again for all that you do to help us meet the objectives of our strategic plan. Happy holidays!

Sincerely,

Susan E. Burns 
President, St. John Health System Foundations

Message from the Foundation President

Susan Burns

Kudos continued
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Sarab Neelam, MD, a specialist in gastro-
enterology and internal medicine for  
St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital 
(SJMOH), always wanted to be a movie 

producer. Until recently, it was hard to fit 
this in between his medical career and 
raising a family. 

But after taking classes in California and 
meeting a movie producer mentor, he was 
finally able to make his dream a reality with 
Ocean of Pearls, a movie he produced and 
directed with his wife Jaspal. The story, 
based loosely on his own life, details the 
struggles of a Sikh physician caught in the 
culture clash of East vs. West, a collision 
between old ways and new. 

A special premiere event for Ocean of Pearls 
was held Aug. 5, and the film ran at metro 
Detroit area theaters and is still playing in 
select U.S. cities. 

Dr. Neelam continued thinking of others 
while he fulfilled his own dream. He made a 
donation to SJMOH’s mission fund to help 
provide health care for those in need as a 
way to thank Joseph M. Tasse, FACHE, 
hospital President, for his assistance in 
enabling much of the movie filming to take 
place at SJMOH and the former St. John 
Detroit Riverview Hospital. 

For more information on the movie, visit 
oceanofpearls.com.

Thank you to everyone who supports Providence and 
Providence Park Hospitals through the use of our health 
care services as well as through philanthropic gifts. Because 
of your help, we are on the leading edge of quality care. 
While Providence Park Hospital in Novi just reached its 
one-year anniversary in September, its tradition of 
compassionate care was established long ago with the 
founding of Providence Hospital, which will be celebrating 
100 years of serving the community in 2010.

Providence and Providence Park Hospitals will celebrate 
this milestone with a Birthday Bash on January 15, 2010. 
The event will be held at the Southfield Westin in the 
grand ballroom and atrium from 6 p.m. to 11 p.m. The 
Skye Island Band and The Jerry Ross Band will provide 
entertainment throughout the evening. A shuttle bus from 
Providence Hospital to the Westin will be available for the 
event. For those interested in staying overnight at the hotel, 
the Westin will be offering a special $69 rate. For more 

details or to RSVP for the Birthday Bash, call 866-501-DOCS 
(3627). A special website will also be established as the 
event nears: www.stjohn.org/providence100years. Watch 
for more information on other 100-year activities 
throughout the year.

Physician makes movie

Dr. Steven Plomaritis, SJMOH physician; Omid Abtahi, Ocean of Pearls leading actor;  
Dr. Sarab Neelam; and Joseph Tasse, at the movie premiere.

Providence celebrates 100 years!
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Over a period of four years, Jim and Donna Zyrowski and their 
children Jimmy, Christina, Melissa, Nicholas, Michael, Bryan, Jessica 
and Maria spent a great deal of time in the Pediatric Intensive Care 
Unit (PICU) at St. John Hospital and Medical Center (SJH&MC) 
with Benjamin, the youngest member of the family. 

Benjamin was born prematurely in July 2004 with major compli-
cations including hydrocephalus, microcephaly and cerebral palsy. 
He frequently had trouble swallowing, which caused aspirations that 
often turned into pneumonia, leading to hospitalization in the PICU 
many times. 

With Benjamin’s numerous inpatient stays, the family became very 
close with the physicians, nurses and other staff of the PICU, 
Occupational Therapy and Physical Therapy, and the staff noticed 
how the whole family was extremely loving and attentive. Yet there 
is no love like a mother’s. During her young son’s hospital stays, 
Donna selflessly devoted herself to Benjamin, only leaving his 
bedside when she went to the restroom or for a quick errand. 

Sadly, Benjamin’s short life came to an end at the age of 4 in 
September 2008. Amidst their grieving, the Zyrowskis were still 
thinking of others and wanted to do something to show their 
appreciation for the compassionate care Benjamin received—they 
wanted to give back so that other families with sick children  
could benefit.

Even though the entire family pitched in to help throughout 
Benjamin’s life, Donna remembers how difficult it was to take  
time to relax and keep up with daily family responsibilities while 
spending countless hours at Benjamin’s bedside. This is what 
inspired the family to use the gifts made in memory of Benjamin  
to purchase a new 26-inch flat screen television and desktop 
computer for the PICU family waiting lounge. Now families like  
the Zyrowski’s have a place to relax as well as access the internet 

 to manage daily responsibilities like paying bills or sending updates 
to family and friends via email.

Benjamin’s family has since made an 
additional donation of their own. 
Donna hopes that this gift, along with 
the remaining funds from memorial 
gifts, can be used for further 
enhancements to the PICU family 
lounge to help make families more 
comfortable during a stressful time. To 
make a donation for the  
PICU, please call Sherry Licata at 
313-343-7481.

Grateful family gives back

she’s enjoying her free time as a retiree. “I’m 
very active maintaining our property and 
waterfront,” she said. Ann has also spent 
time making cancer notebooks for other 
cancer patients. “A cancer diagnosis is 
overwhelming,” she said. “Having a notebook 
for all the information such as records, lab 
results, appointments, doctors’ business 
cards, a calendar, etc., helps you feel 
somewhat in control. I made and gave out 
about 250 notebooks to patients until  
St. John started distributing their own 
patient notebooks.”

The Birdseyes currently make a monthly 
donation to the lymphoma program since 
their estate gift won’t benefit the hospital 
until the future. “We started giving to 
SJH&MC in smaller ways, like buying 
Fontbonne White Christmas Ball tickets, but 
we wanted to do something specifically for 
the lymphoma program,” Ann said.

Planned gifts such as the Birdseyes’ are used 
to support patient programs for years to 
come. While not everyone can bequeath an 
entire estate, there are many ways of making 
a planned gift to St. John Health System 

(SJHS), which will qualify you to be 
recognized as a member of the Legacy 
Society and give you recognition on donor 
walls and other privileges. Planned gifts can 
fulfill an individual’s philanthropic goals, 
provide valuable income-tax reductions, and 
in certain cases reduce or eliminate potential 
estate taxes. For information, please call 
Lawrence Ghannam, JD, Planned Gifts 
Consultant, 248-465-4502.

Couple leaves entire estate to lymphoma program
Continued from page 1

Benjamin with his sister Jessica

Benjamin Zyrowski
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Champions for Life Climb to Beat Breast Cancer ~ Rocky 
Mountain Challenge, June 27. An adventurous team of climbers 
reached the summit of Pikes Peak in Colorado Springs to raise 
awareness and funds to battle cancer. The team raised $13,800 to 
support the Van Elslander Cancer Center’s Liggett Breast Center  
at St. John Hospital and Medical Center (SJH&MC). 

The team included: (standing from left) Dave Roberts, Francesco Lucarelli, 
Lorraine Owczarek, Alice Kopecky, Amy Owczarek and Jessica Isbrecht; 
(kneeling) Paul Nappi and John Castro; (not pictured) Patrick McMahon 
and Danielle Nappi.

Guild Dinner, June 3, and St. John Medical Staff/Guild Golf 
Outing, Sept. 21. The Guild presented a $150,000 check to 
SJH&MC from proceeds from the annual dinner, golf outing  
and other fundraising activities. 

Paul Mattes, Guild Vice President; John Adamo, Guild Secretary; Ed Deeb, 
Guild President; Diane Radloff, SJH&MC President; Alex Lucido, Guild 
Immediate Past President; and Paul Treder, Guild Treasurer and Dinner Chair. 

Dr. Alphonse Santino, Peter J. Cracchiolo, Dr. Ali Rabbain, Greg Demars 
and Mike Nepi at the St. John Medical Staff/Guild Golf Outing.

Providence Golf Classic, June 1. The Providence Care of the Poor 
Fund received $93,000 from the event to aid those who cannot 
afford to pay for their health care.

Dave Imesch, Golf Classic Chair; Rick Sielky, Providence associate and 
winner of the chipping contest; and Dr. Ernie Yoder, Co-chair.

Successful events enhance patient care
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St. John River District Hospital Golf Outing, June 16. More than 
$35,000 was raised to help fund the purchase of the hospital’s new 
64-slice CT scanner.

Dr. Paul Jerry, Doug Dolph, Dr. Bassam Nasr and Dr. Igor Nedic

Jim Taylor, Mike McNamee, Bill Haener and Bill Zweng

St. John North Shores Hospital Golf Outing, July 20. Proceeds of 
$18,500 benefitted the renovation of the first and second floor 
patient dining rooms.

Joe and Claudia Jeannette at the 14th annual Honorable Frank E. Jeannette 
Memorial Golf Outing.

Joe Pepoy, Baker College; Don Torline, President, Baker College; and 
Daniel Osborn

Events continued on page 8
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St. John Macomb-Oakland Hospital 10th Annual FORE! Golf 
Benefit, Aug. 17. Proceeds of $38,000 supported the acquisition  
of high-tech surgical equipment to help keep the hospital on the 
cutting edge of quality surgical care.

Dr. Sidney Simonian and Dr. Joseph McNerney

Tom Majors and John Kritzman 

Fontbonne Auxiliary Bingo Party, Oct. 20. Proceeds of 
approximately $2,000 will benefit the Fontbonne Nursing 
Scholarship Fund at SJH&MC.

Bingo Party Co-chairs Jean L. Azar and Adel Amerman

St. John Hospice Oktoberfest, Oct. 23. The 7th annual event raised 
approximately $45,000 for the Walk With ME pediatric hospice and 
palliative care program, which provides comfort care to children 
with life-limiting or chronic illnesses and support for families.

Rose Fenster, Event Co-chair; Susan Burns, President, St. John Health System 
Foundations; David Techner, Honorary Chair; and Patti Koval, Event Co-chair

Successful events enhance patient care continued
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The St. John Health System (SJHS) Breast 
Care program is the recipient of a $100,000 
Komen Detroit Race for the Cure 2009 

grant. Funds will be used for the “Because 
We Care” program, which will provide 
breast screening opportunities in Macomb, 

Wayne, and Oakland Counties to approxi-
mately 500 women under age 40 who have 
been identified by their physicians as being 
at high risk for developing breast cancer, and 
who are uninsured or underinsured. A group 
of 30 to 40 SJHS physicians will participate 
in the program by identifying qualifying 
participants and providing referrals to one of 
SJHS’s seven digital mammography centers 
in the tri-county area. 

Breast cancer patients at the Van Elslander 
Cancer Center at St. John Hospital and 
Medical Center will also benefit from the 
proceeds from the 1st Annual Pink and Blue 
United for a Cure Walk, which took place 
June 13 at Stony Creek Metropolitan Park. 
The walk was hosted by the Team Angels 
Breast Cancer Foundation, a group of 
volunteers committed to making a dif-
ference in our community by raising funds 
in support of breast cancer and increasing 
awareness that this disease affects not only 
women but men as well. Proceeds of 
$10,000 from more than 225 walkers  
will help purchase medications, medical 
equipment and other items that will 
improve the daily lives of breast cancer 
patients with limited resources. 

Breast cancer walks benefit SJHS

Lorrie Lipa (left), Administrative Director of Oncology Services, Van Elslander Cancer Center,  
and Joyce Baldrica (right), Vice President of Oncology Services, accept the $10,000 donation 
from Rosalba Primavera Pacella (center), Founder and President of the Team Angels Breast 
Cancer Foundation.

Associates help each other
During these trying economic times, even individuals with jobs are finding themselves in financial crisis through 
circumstances such as a spouse losing a job, funeral expenses, late taxes, unexpected major expenses, etc. Through the 
Associate Annual Giving Campaign, many St. John Health System (SJHS) associates and physicians have already pledged 
more than $217,000 in gifts to a multitude of services for patients and the community. But now many are spreading their 
generosity among fellow associates in need through the newly established Associate Hardship Fund for those experiencing 
true hardship in this challenging economy.

Gifts and pledges for this purpose have reached $75,000 from associates toward a goal of $100,000. With the help of the 
Associate Hardship Fund, SJHS is making a positive difference in the lives of many associates in difficult circumstances. 

If you’d like to support this fund for those who help provide your health care, please call Heidi Crisman at 586-582-7532.
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To assist in the care of the 
community, St. Joan of Arc 
Catholic Church in St. Clair 
Shores is sponsoring two 
comfort carts for St. John 
Hospital and Medical Center 
(SJH&MC)—one in the 
Spiritual Care department  
and the other in the Neonatal 
Intensive Care Unit.

The purpose of the carts is  
to provide a way of bringing 
comfort and consolation to 
patients and their loved ones  
by creating a space that is 
soothing and promotes peace 
and reflection. The carts are 
brought into a patient’s room  
by a chaplain or associate for 
patients who are very sick and/
or nearing the end of their life.

The comfort carts are stocked 
with beautiful quilts, a CD 
player with a selection of 
soothing music, soft tissues, 
calming lotion for massaging a 
patient’s hands or feet, toiletry 
items for family members, 
snacks, spiritual materials, 
journals, teddy bears and books 
for children, and other items 
which patients and family 
members can select to help 
them through a difficult time. 

St. Joan of Arc provided the 
funds to purchase the carts as 
well as the items stocked on the 
carts. Church members held 
fundraisers such as candy and 
specialty bread sales to help 
finance the project. In addition, 
one parishioner, Michele Ullery, 
made a generous donation for 
one cart and its contents, and 
she has joined the SJH&MC 
volunteers to ensure the carts 
are stocked.

The SJH&MC Fontbonne 
Auxiliary also made a generous 
donation to jump start the 
comfort cart project. The 
group’s donations are supporting 
carts in the Pediatric Intensive 
Care Unit, Medical Surgical Unit 
and Emergency department.

“Thank you to St. Joan of Arc 
and the Fontbonne for providing 
this opportunity to partner 
together in the care of our 
community,” said Liz DiStefano, 
Palliative Care Coordinator for 
St. John Health System.

If you are interested in donating 
to the comfort cart project, 
please call Liz DiStefano, 
586-753-1260.

Bereavement books donated 
Charlotte’s Wings recently donated a large supply of bereavement books to the Pediatric Intensive Care Unit and Birthing 
Center at SJH&MC. These beautiful books are given to parents as they leave the hospital after the loss of a child to help 
them through the grieving process.

Charlotte’s Wings is a non-profit organization founded after a family lost their 5-month-old baby, Charlotte, to Alexander’s 
Disease, a rare, incurable brain disease. To honor Charlotte’s memory, her family began to donate books to sick children, 
their families, caregivers and hospitals to help others through a difficult, frightening time.

For more information about Charlotte’s Wings, please visit www.charlottes-wings.com.

Church provides comfort carts

(Front) Michele Ullery , St. Joan of Arc member and new volunteer; (back 
row from left) Virginia Kunce, Volunteer Project Coordinator, and Liz 
DiStefano, Palliative Care Coordinator, SJHS.
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IRA rollovers can be tax-free 
Seniors age 70½ or older may distribute IRA funds to 
charity without claiming any increased income or paying 
any additional tax. These tax-free rollover gifts can be any 
amount up to $100,000, with transfer made through 
December 31, 2009.   

This law presents a window of opportunity for donors to 
save on taxes while making a gift to benefit the St. John 
Health System, its hospitals, programs and services.

To make a transfer of your IRA assets, or for other giving 
options including wills and trusts, please contact Lawrence 
Ghannam, JD, Planned Gifts Consultant, 248-465-4502 or 
lawrence.ghannam@stjohn.org.

A reception was held for the west region’s Thomas P. Moore II 
Society members on Sept. 13 at the Meadowbrook Country Club.  

The east region’s McQuade Society reception took place on Oct. 11 
at the Grosse Pointe Club. 

Events held for our friends

Pictured are: Beverly Moore, Dennis Murphy, and Rabbi Bunny Freedman.

St. John Health System hosted a series of five events this fall to 
showcase its strategic plan and share news about the focus on future 
growth through the four Centers of Excellence: Cardiovascular, 
Neurosciences, Bariatric Services and Oncology. The first event was 
held at the Assarian Cancer Center on the Providence Park campus 
on Oct. 14. 

Enjoying the evening are: Jane Nugent, Mona Gualtiera, Suzanne Anton 
and Gebran Anton.

Pictured are: Jean Meyer, President, Providence Park Hospital; Dale and 
Louise Tucker, and Sr. Xavier Ballance, DC, Chair, Providence Board of 
Trustees.
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Fontbonne White Christmas Ball, Dec. 11. The 56th annual event is 
raising funds to purchase kidney dialysis equipment for the Renal 
Therapy department at SJH&MC. Call Raegan Movinski,  
313-343-3675, for details.

St. John River District Hospital’s “An Evening to Share” Dinner 
Dance, Jan. 30, 2010, Alexanders, Marysville. 

St. John North Shores Hospital Dinner Dance, March 20, 2010, 
Mac & Ray’s, Harrison Township.

Providence Friends’ Ball, April 24, 2010, Diamond Center at Rock 
Financial Showplace, Novi. Celebrating 100 years of service to the 
community.

Call Lorraine Owczarek, 586-582-7509, for information about these 
events and look online at www.stjohn.org/foundation.	

The Fontbonne White Christmas Ball Committee at the kick-off event for 
the 2009 ball.

Guests dance to the sounds of the Simone Vitale Band at the 2009 
Friends’ Ball.

Mark your calendar


